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be imputed to them; and all the good success given to the
merit of former schemes. A sharper has held your cards
all the evening, played booty, and lost your money, and
when things are almost desperate, you employ an honest
gentleman to retrieve your losses.

I would ask whether the Queen's speech does not contain
her intentions, in every particular relating to the public, that
a good subject, a Briton and a Protestant can possibly have
at heart ? " To carry on the war in all its parts, particularly in
Spain,1 with the utmost vigour, in order to procure a safe and
honourable peace for us and our allies; to find some ways
of paying the debts on the navy; to support and encourage
the Church of England; to preserve the British constitution
according to the Union; to maintain the indulgence by law
allowed to scrupulous consciences; and to employ none but
such as are for the Protestant succession in the house of
Hanover."2 It is known enough, that speeches on these
occasions, are ever digested by the advice of those who are
in the chief confidence, and consequently that these are the
sentiments of her Majesty's ministers, as well as her own;
and we see, the two Houses have unanimously agreed with
her in every article. When the least counterpaces3 are made
to any of these resolutions, it will then be time enough for
our malcontents to bawl out Popery, persecution, arbitrary
power, and the Pretender. In the mean while, it is a little
hard to think, that this island can hold but six men of
honesty and ability enough to serve their prince and country;
or that our safety should depend upon their credit, any more
than it would upon the breath in their nostrils. Why should
not a revolution in the ministry be sometimes necessary as
well as a revolution in the crown ? It is to be presumed, the
former is at least as lawful in itself, and perhaps the experi-
ment not quite so dangerous. The revolution of the sun
about the earth was formerly thought a necessary expedient

1                                 It was a general complaint, that the war in Spain had been
neglected, in order to supply that army which was more immediately
under the management of Marlborough.   [S.]

2                             The quotation is not given verbatim, but is substantially correct.
See "Journals of House of Lords," vol. xix., p. 166.   [T. S.]

3                               The word is defined by Dr. Murray as "a movement in a con-
trary or reverse direction; a movement or step against something."
[T. S.]